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that we had let him down badly, and this was
generally believed at fireside gatherings. As a
matter of fact we could hardly have acted differently
unless we were prepared to risk one of his Majesty's
ships, which the skipper did not feel called upon
to do in the circumstances, and who shall blame
him ? Our real mistake was in believing these
particular Bedouin to be fighting men, and being
deceived by their boastful promises, and I confess
that my first impression of the Bedouin as a fighting
man was most unfavourable. I remembered my
Arnaut friend in Macedonia having told me that
the Albanian irregulars were terrified by the
Servian guns, and I quite understood that it would
have been useless to expect tribal irregulars to
advance against guns without artillery support. I
could even have forgiven Hamud for holding back
until he was quite sure that the fly-boats would use
their guns, if he had only done something after-
wards. But I was thoroughly disgusted with him
for letting his V.C. be killed and behaving so badly
himself, especially when it turned out that the Turks
had no guns after all.
I turned with relief to the Nasiriyah Mounted
Guard, a small quasi-regular force which I had been
allowed to raise, partly, it must be acknowledged,
as a counterblast to the body of Arab scouts which
had been raised by the Division under the control
of my friend Eadie, the Intelligence officer. The
Arab scouts were mostly sons of local sheikhs, and
while their province was theoretically to obtain
military intelligence, it was inevitable that they
should encroach to some extent upon the Political
sphere. I enlisted my mounted guard not from the
tribesmen, but from townsmen and cultivators, for I